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I, TSUTOMU ESrOUE, do hereby declare and state: 

THAT Tatsuo Kakimoto, Masayuki Higuchi, and I are the inventors of the subject matter 
disclosed and claimed in the above-mentioned application; 

THAT we are co-authors ofNature Vol. 409, 1060-1063 (2001) (a copy of which is 
attached); and 

THAT the present invention was invented prior to October 16, 2000, as evidenced by the 
date that the manuscript published as Nature Vol. 409, 1060-1063 was received by the Journal 
Nature for publication (see page 1063, above references). Nature Vol. 409, 1060-1063 shows 
typical working examples of the present invention (see page 1061, right colirain, lines 15-36, and 
page 1062, Figure 4). Nature Vol. 409, 1060-1063 shows CREl gene, which is a typical example 
of a cytokinin receptor gene within scope of the clauns. Nature Vol. 409, 1060-1063 also shows a 
yeast strain deficient in the iSLM gene(s'/«7 J mutant) (page 1061, right column, lines 15-26), 
which is a typical example of "a host cell having a lowered inteinsic histidine kinase activity. 
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wherein said intrinsic histidine kinase activity was loWraed by the defect in one or more bistidine 
kinase genes". Flarth«more, Nature Vol. 409, 1060-1063 shows a slnl A mutant carrying 



p415C YC-CKE l (page 1061, right column, hnes 26-27), which is a typical example of "a cell 
transfcaroed with DNA comprising a eytokinin receptor gene, wherein the transfbrmed cell 
exposes said cjtokinin receptor from said DNA, and wherein growth of said transfcwrmed cell is 
controlled by inljracellular signal transduction from said eytokinin receptor". Moreover, Nature 
Vol, 409, 1060-1063 shows a metiiod for determining a level of intracellular signal transduction by 
measuring gj^wth of said transfonned cell in presence of examinee substance ^age 1061, right 
colwnn, lines 28-29), and determining a second level of intracellular signal transduction by 
measuring growth of said transformed cell in absence of said examinee substance ^age 106 J , 
right column, linfes 26-27). Nature VoL 409j 1060-1063 flirther shows comparing, said level and 
said second level of intracellular signal transduction from said eytokinin receptor (page 1061, 
right column, lines 26^36, and page 1 062, Fi^e 4). Thus, NcOia-e Vol. 409, 1060-1063 shows 
typical wcwrking examples of the claimed method for determining agonist^activity to a cytokinine 
receptor. 

I hereby ^eclare that all statements made herein of hiy ovm knowledge are true and that all 
st^ements made ion information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with jhe knowledge that willfiil false statements and the like so made are punishable by 
fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that 
such willful false statements may jeopardize thevalidity of this application or any patent issuing 
thCTeon. 
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